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Abstract

A major source of fan broadband noise is the interaction of rotor wake turbulence with the fan outlet
guide vanes. A broadband noise model that utilizes computed rotor flow turbulence from a Reynolds
averaged Navier—Stokes code is used to predict fan broadband noise spectra. The noise model is employed
to examine the broadband noise characteristics of the 22-in source diagnostic test fan rig for which
broadband noise data were obtained in wind tunnel tests at the NASA Glenn Research Center. A 9-case
matrix of three outlet guide vane configurations at three representative fan tip speeds are considered. For all
cases inlet and exhaust spectra of acoustic power are computed and compared with the measured spectra
where possible. The acoustic power levels and shape of the predicted spectra are in good agreement with the
measured data for the fan exhaust duct radiation at approach condition where direct comparisons are
possible. The predicted spectra show the experimentally observed trends with fan tip speed, vane count and
vane sweep. The results also demonstrate the validity of using computational fluid dynamics based
turbulence information for fan broadband noise calculations.
© 2004 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.

1. Introduction

Owing to the success of fan tone noise reduction techniques [1], fan broadband noise is now
widely acknowledged as the next major obstacle to be overcome in attempts to reduce aircraft
engine noise. But, unlike tone noise the sources of fan broadband noise are many and most are not
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as well understood. In response to this challenge a number of theories [2—5] have been devised to
help elucidate the nature and characteristics of fan broadband noise. These theories require flow
turbulence characteristics (i.e., spectrum, intensity, length scales, etc.) as input for computing
noise spectra. Typically, such information is available from experiments [6,7] or is simply guessed
at to provide the best fit of the predicted noise spectra to the measured ones. An alternative
approach is to compute the turbulence characteristics using a Reynolds averaged Navier—Stokes
(RANS) type calculation, since that would provide a true prediction capability.

This paper presents one such attempt that combines predicted flow turbulence characteristics
obtained from a turbomachinery computational fluid dynamics (CFD) code with a fan broadband
noise theory to compute fan noise spectra. The flow code called APNASA [8], is a three-
dimensional Navier—Stokes solver with an improved k—e turbulence model [9]. The fan broadband
noise code is a revised and enhanced version of an analytical noise prediction theory originally
developed by Ventres et al. [10]. The testbed is a 1-scale model of a representative high bypass ratio
turbofan engine for which extensive aerodynamic and acoustic data were obtained [11-13]. Only
the broadband noise produced by the interaction of fan wake turbulence with the stator outlet
guide vanes (OGV) will be considered here. The data theory comparisons will be done on an
acoustic power basis since the noise theory furnishes acoustic power predictions only.

The 22-in diameter model fan was tested in the NASA Glenn Research Center’s 9" x 15
acoustic wind tunnel. The fan has 22 blades and a design tip speed of 1215 ft/s. The baseline OGV
has 54 radial vanes and represents a conventional “cut-off” stator design (i.e., the blade passing
frequency is cut-off). The low-count OGV is a ““cut-on” concept, which has only 26 radial vanes
but has the same solidity as the baseline stator. The smaller vane count was selected to reduce
broadband noise [14]. The swept OGV has 26 swept vanes (with 30° sweep) and was designed to
minimize the blade passing frequency tone penalty associated with a cut-on design. The sketches
of the fan stages along with the photographs of the partially assembled fan stages are shown in
Fig. 1.

The aerodynamic and acoustic tests were conducted over a wide range of fan operating
conditions for each of the three OGV packs. For the purposes of the current work, however, only
the speeds corresponding to the noise certification points (approach, cutback, and takeoff) will be
discussed. The relevant fan operating conditions are listed in Table 1.

In what follows, a summary of the analysis tools used in this work will be presented followed by
a discussion on theoretical results and their comparison with measured data (where possible). The
paper concludes with a summary of important results.

2. Analysis

The input for the noise prediction was generated by means of a series of CFD simulations of the
fan rotor coupled with the fan outlet guide vane. The code used to generate the fan flow field is
APNASA (see Ref. [8]), which solves for the time-average flow field in a typical passage of a blade
row embedded within a multistage turbomachine. The simulations are three-dimensional and
include the effect of viscosity. A modified k—¢ turbulence model (see Ref. [9]) was used to account
for the effect of turbulence mixing.
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Fig. 1. Photographs of partially assembled fan stages and corresponding sketches: (a) baseline: 54 radial vanes, (b) low
count: 26 radial vanes, (c) low noise: 26 swept vanes.
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Table 1

Fan operating conditions of interest

Power Corrected Corrected fan
setting fan rpm (rev/min) tip speed (fps)
Approach 7808 750

Cutback 11,074 1060

Takeoff 12,656 1215

To do the CFD simulation, first it is necessary to establish the fan rotor geometry at test
conditions, since fan rotors untwist as they are run-up in rotational speed. It is well known that
the effect of rotation on fan rotor shape has significant impact on aerodynamic performance. In
addition, the operating conditions considered here (see Table 1) include both design and off-
design conditions, involving a wide range in fan rotational speed. Hence, at each rotational speed
in Table 1, the fan rotor blade running (or hot) shape is established using a coupled aero/
structural analysis system [15].

The system starts with the manufactured blade shape (or the cold shape) and a specified fan
rotor rpm, and iterates between the structural and aerodynamic sections of the coupled system.
Output from the structural analysis is post-processed to generate a flow field grid for the CFD
simulation. The output of the CFD simulation is post-processed to find the aerodynamic load on
the rotor blade. This information is supplied to the structural analysis system to update the
structural analysis inputs. This cycle is repeated until convergence (i.e., no significant change in
fan rotor geometry) is obtained. Upon convergence, the fan rotor blade running (hot) shape is
established along with its flow field. The rotor blade shape thus obtained accounts for both
centrifugal loading and aerodynamic loading on the blade.

2.1. Rotor wake flow field

A typical example of the CFD results of the rotor flow field for the baseline, 54 radial vane fan
stage configuration compared to the laser Doppler velocimetry (LDV) data at the takeoff
condition (where direct one to one comparison is possible (see Refs. [6,7])) is presented in Fig. 2.
(This solution was obtained with a CFD grid having 407 grid cells in the axial direction, 51 grid
cells in the radial direction and 51 grid cells in the azimuthal direction.) The plots show the
comparisons for an axial location 2 in downstream of the rotor trailing edge (at the tip). The time-
averaged axial velocity contours are shown in these figures. The contours depict average passage
results, with the average passage data duplicated circumferentially to provide a better view of the
flow. (In this view, the rotor blades rotate clockwise.) The rotor wake structure obtained from the
CFD solution is in excellent agreement with the LDV data. Note that the agreement extends over
the entire span including the hub and tip regions.

The turbulence intensity and length scales derived from the CFD simulations at the stator
leading edge were used to prescribe the wake turbulence field impinging on the outlet guide vane.
This information and the time average flow field of the outlet guide vane formed the input to the
acoustic predictions. It should be noted that the input was used ““as is”” and no adjustments were
made to the input to achieve a better agreement with data.
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Fig. 2. Comparison of (a) experimental and (b) CFD results for the baseline configuration at takeoff at 2in behind the
rotor: axial velocity.

2.2. Rotor wake turbulence noise model

The rotor—stator broadband noise prediction model used for this study is based on a theory
developed by Ventres et al. [10]. However, significant enhancements were made to the original
theory and a new code was written to take full advantage of the flow turbulence information
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available from the RANS solutions. The salient features of the modified model are briefly
described below.

Predicated on a modal description of the noise field inside the fan duct, the theoretical model
ultimately relates the spectral density of the duct modes to the spectral density of the incident
turbulence. As an intermediate step, the unsteady pressure distribution on the stator is tied to the
incident turbulence at each frequency w = 2nf. This is done on a strip-wise basis assuming that
turbulence is locally isotropic at each radius with its statistics parametrically dependent on the
radius. The resulting distribution of stator unsteady pressure is then related to the duct mode
amplitude via the Green’s function formulation [10]. The end results can be written (in short-hand
notation) as

rr

(@) = [ 1 )P 000, 0) (M)
ra

where (|p,,,(»)|?) is the spectral density of duct mode pressure, C,,,, is the chordwise integral of the

stator unsteady pressure at each radius, and ,, is the annular duct mode shape. ry is the hub

radius and rr is the tip radius. The chordwise integral C,,, is expressed as

1/ :
Con(r,w) = 5 / . f(r,z, k, w)e"™ dz,

where u =1y,,,cos(x) — (m/r)sin(a), y,,, the wavenumber in the x direction of the mn mode, m
representing the circumferential order and » the radial order, o the vane stagger angle, z the
chordwise variable, o the radian frequency, k the wavenumber vector, and b the vane semi-chord.
The elemental loading function, f, depends only parametrically on the radius, r, and is the same
on each vane. In other words, a spanwise array of 2-D unsteady pressure fields is coupled to a 3-D
duct acoustic field.
The annular duct normal mode shape function is given by

lpm(Kmnr) = [AJm(Kmnr) + BYm(Kmnr)],

where x,,, is the eigenvalues of annular duct modes, J,,, Y,, are the Bessel functions of the first
and second kind, respectively, and 4 and B are constants.
The function @ represents the spectral density function of the incident turbulence given by
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In this expression, it is assumed that the auto-correlation function of the rotor wake turbulence is
approximated as a product of three functions each which depends only on one variable. This is
done to enable the use of experimental or computed (as in the present paper) data to select an
appropriate correlation function. The correlation function assumed is with the corresponding
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integral length scales in the three principal directions,

P(x, Ar) = ¢y (x1/L1)Py(x2/L2) @, (Ar/Ly).

Further, it is assumed that the radial integral scales are small, and the integral over Ar is
approximated by the infinite integral

/ ¢,(Ar/L,)d(Ar) = L.

This is further discussed below and in Appendix A where a complete derivation of the noise model
is given.

In deriving Eq. (2), it is assumed that the rms turbulence intensity distribution consists of two
parts. One is a constant background turbulence level representing the circumferentially averaged
intensity of turbulence that is ingested by the fan. The other is a Gaussian distribution
representing the turbulence intensity variations within the individual rotor blade wakes. The sum
of the two contributions denotes the rms rotor turbulence level «’ given by

u'(r) = uy(r) + u:,t,(r)e’éz/ La‘, (3)

where & is along the pitchwise direction measured normal wake centerline and L, denotes the
width of the Gaussian profile which is a function of radius. In this equation u, denotes the
background rms turbulence intensity and u, denotes the wake centerline rms turbulence intensity.

In developing the original theory only an equivalent Gaussian profile contribution was taken
into account. This leads to excessively large spectral fall-off rates since the Gaussian tends to zero
away from the wake centerline instead of to the non-zero background intensity levels observed
behind the rotor.

As a result of the modified representation for intensity distribution, the new noise model now
includes three terms in Eq. (2) instead of a single term as in the original formulation of the theory.
In the new model, the background turbulence contribution (i.e., the term containing u?) sets the
spectrally broad background levels while the wake turbulence contribution (i.e., the term
containing #) contributes to the spectrum in the vicinity of the blade passing frequency
harmonics. The mixed term (i.e., the term containing w,u;, ) provides the blending between the two.

In Eq. (2), ¢, and ¢, denote cross spectral densities of turbulence in the axial and tangential
directions with L; and L, the corresponding integral length scales. It has been assumed that the
integral length scale in the radial direction (i.e., L,) is small compared with the stator span and
that the overall cross-spectral density function is a product of cross-spectral density functions in
the axial and tangential directions. N and Ny denote the blade and vane counts.

It should be pointed out that Eq. (1) was derived by assuming that the stator is an ensemble of
zero thickness flat plates in an infinite hard-wall annular duct containing a uniform axial mean
flow (see Appendix A). The parameters controlling the unsteady pressure distribution on the
stator are the absolute Mach number of the mean flow and stator vane chord, vane count and
stagger angle at each radius (i.e., strip). In particular, in this work, the vane cascade stagger angle
is defined as a weighted average of the airfoil section camber line angles at the leading and trailing
edges. The leading edge contribution is weighted more (90%) as compared to the trailing edge
contribution (10%) in recognition of the fact that the high-frequency unsteady pressure
distribution on the vane is concentrated near its leading edge.
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As was mentioned earlier, the turbulence input information for this work was obtained from
CFD simulations. The necessary input for the noise model includes the background and wake
centerline turbulence intensities (1), and u;,) as well as the turbulence integral length scales (L, L,
and L,). The intensities were obtained by extracting the intensity distribution from the RANS

solution via
u, = \/%k 4)
RANS — 3" RANS,

where krans 18 the computed local kinetic energy of turbulence. The form of Eq. (4) is a reflection
of the fact that the turbulence model used in the RANS calculations is isotropic. As shown in Fig.
3, a fit of the form given by Eq. (3) is in good agreement with the pitchwise distribution of up s ng-
Note that the computed uy,ng from k—e model is set equal to wake turbulence u;, and the
background turbulence u; is also extracted from the same solution. The fitted distribution is
assumed to apply to all rotor blade passages so that the pattern repeats around the annulus. Note
that this does not mean that the instantaneous turbulent fluctuations are the same for
corresponding points in passages, but only their statistics. The same argument applies to the
length scales also which are estimated from the computed RANS flow field solutions via

-3,
Lrans = CkR/ANS/ ERANS> ®)

where krans and érans are the circumferentially averaged turbulence kinetic energy and
dissipation computed from the RANS solution. Defined in this manner, Lrans is the average size
of the largest energy containing eddy in the flow and the computed length (with the constant ¢ set
to unity) compared well with the measured integral length scale.
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Fig. 3. A representative turbulence intensity profile: dashed line denotes the CFD solution and the solid line the fit
using Eq. (3).
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Three integral length scales are needed for the computation as indicated above. But we have
only one length scale computed from the current RANS calculations since the solution procedure
employs a k—¢ turbulence model. We associate this computed length scale Lrans with the
longitudinal integral length scale. From the experiments on the fan rotor wake flow at low Mach
numbers such as considered here, it is found that the tangential length scale is nearly equal to the
longitudinal length scale, and we set L; equal to L.

We assume that the wake turbulence is isotropic. Then, the transverse length scale is equal to
one-half of the longitudinal length scale. Thus, in the computations presented in this paper we
have set

Ly = Lrans, L» = Lrans, L, = Lrans/2. (6)

Once the power spectrum for each duct mode is computed using Eq. (1), the expected value of
the acoustic power flux within the duct for that mode is computed as indicated below.
In a uniform duct flow with axial velocity U, the acoustic intensity is given by

M
I =+ M)pu+ p—cp2 + p,coMu?, (7)

ovo

where M = U/c, is the nominal axial flow Mach number, p, is the nominal fluid density and p, p,
and u are the instantanecous acoustic perturbation pressure, density, and axial velocity,
respectively. The instantaneous sound power is found by integrating the intensity over the cross
section of the duct.

The resulting expression for the power flux per mode, S,,(®), is written as

Smn(w) = t

(V% B r%{) {:FMz(l _ Mz)z(a)/ U)kmn(w)}pmn(w)’ (®)

poU [/co £ Mky(@)T
where &, = {(0/ o)’ — (1 — M)2Kfm}1/ 2 and the upper set of signs refer to energy flow upstream
of the stator (in the negative x-direction) and the lower set refers to the downstream propagation.
Then, the total sound flux is obtained by summing over all the modes m and n,

S@) =Y S (w). ©)

m n

The variations (as a functions of radius) of the local Mach number, vane stagger angle, incident
turbulence intensity and integral length scales, and the effective width of the intensity profiles are
inputs for noise spectra computations. For each case considered in this work, this information was
extracted from the corresponding CFD solution. Thus, the three dimensional (3-D) acoustic
response of an annular cascade with a uniform flow for a prescribed incident rotor wake
turbulence is computed. Both upstream radiated (inlet) and downstream radiated (exhaust) noise
are computed in terms of acoustic power for each cut-on circumferential mode order, m and radial
mode order, n at each radial strip. The noise is summed over all the radial strips along the vane
span to obtain radiated acoustic power at each frequency.
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2.3. Measured noise spectra for comparisons

The acoustic measurements were made in the NASA Glenn 9" x 15" acoustic wind tunnel.
Fig. 4(a) shows the photograph of the model fan installed in the tunnel. Sideline acoustic data were
acquired with a computer controlled translating microphone probe indicated on the photograph
and also on the sketch (Fig. 4(b)). The translating microphone probe acquired data at 48 sideline
geometric angles from 27.2° to 134.6° relative to the fan rotor plane. The translating probe was at a
distance of 89" (about four fan diameters) from the fan rotational axis. Also, there were three aft
microphones fixed to the tunnel floor (see Fig. 4(b)) to acquire acoustic data at geometric angles of
140°, 150°, and 160°. Data were also acquired with an acoustic barrier wall installed adjacent to the
fan (Fig. 4(c)) which effectively blocked noise radiated through the fan aft duct, thus measuring only
the fan inlet radiated noise. The fan exhaust noise is then obtained, subtracting the fan inlet noise
(Fig. 4(c)) from the total noise measured without an acoustic barrier (Fig. 4(b)).

To be able to separate the rotor—stator interaction noise from the total fan stage noise, data
were acquired for two configurations namely (1) the rotor + stator configuration of a regular fan
stage (Fig. 5(a)) and (2) the rotor alone configuration (Fig. 5(b)). For each of these configurations
data were acquired with and without the acoustic barrier wall (Fig. 4) as described above. Thus, it
is possible to separate the rotor—stator interaction noise alone, knowing the rotor alone noise.
And then, from the acoustic barrier wall measurements, the interaction noise radiated through the
fan inlet duct and that radiated through the fan exhaust duct are separated. The process of noise
separation in this manner is described below with examples of measured acoustic spectra.

Fig. 6(a) shows the measured spectrum of total (inlet plus exhaust) acoustic power for
rotor—stator combination from which the rotor-alone contribution is subtracted to get the OGV
power level. Fig. 6(b) shows the use of the measurements with the barrier wall (which blocks the
exhaust radiation reaching the inlet). Here again, rotor—stator combination and rotor-alone
spectra are available. This enables the separation of the OGYV inlet noise spectrum. Subtracting
the inlet contribution from the inlet plus exhaust spectrum for OGYV in Fig. 6(a), the exhaust
spectrum of OGYV alone is obtained (see Fig. 6(c)). In practice, however, that proved problematic
for all but the approach condition, since at high fan tip speeds, the rotor-alone levels tend to be
higher than the stage (i.e., rotor plus stator) levels. Furthermore, since the current noise model
does not account for the swirl flow between the rotor and stator or the transmission loss effects
through the rotor, inlet noise predictions do not fully reflect the correct physics and as such are
not expected to result in good comparisons with the data.

Therefore, the data-theory comparisons for the fan inlet and the exhaust noise are made at the
approach speed only. However, predicted trends with the fan tip speed on the fan exhaust radiated
noise are presented and compared with the data. The effect vane count and vane sweep on
acoustic power are presented for the exhaust radiation at approach condition only and compared
with the measured spectra.

3. Results and discussion

For all nine cases the inlet and exhaust duct acoustic power levels were computed for
frequencies up to 50 kHz. This range corresponds approximately from 0.5BPF (blade passing
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Fig. 5. Noise source separation: rotor/stator noise separation: (a) rotor plus stator (noise) configuration, (b) rotor alone
(noise) configuration.
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through (c) show various stages of separation. Baseline stator: approach.

frequency) to 11BPF for takeoff, 0.5BPF to 13BPF for cutback, and 0.5BPF to 18BPF for
approach.

The spectral calculations were typically done at 0.5BPF increments, since the number of cut-on
modes that must be computed increases (see Section 3.5) so rapidly that smaller frequency
increments would have significantly increased the computational time. In the following figures for
data theory comparisons, the symbols denote the frequency points at which the spectral
calculations were actually performed and the lines through the symbols are curve fits to provide
an idea of the spectral shapes.
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It should be pointed out that, occasionally, the computed amplitude of the aerodynamic
response of one of the strips would be inordinately large due to local cascade resonance condition.
This, in turn, would lead to a “wild” point in the associated acoustic response. By slightly
adjusting the aerodynamic input parameters, the resonance point could be avoided. However, in
this paper the occasional wild point has been eliminated from the computed spectra. In a 3-D
response, such local resonance conditions would not occur.

3.1. Comparisons with the measured spectra

First, the data-theory comparison is presented in terms of the spectra of acoustic power at the
approach operating condition for all the stator configurations. Figs. 7-9 show the predicted and
measured spectra for the baseline 54 radial vanes, 26 radial vanes, and 26 swept vanes
configuration, respectively. In each case, the left figure shows the inlet noise spectra and the right
figure shows the exhaust noise spectra. Note that the measured spectra contain BPF tone
harmonics. While the BPF tone is cut-off (and absent) for the baseline case, it is cut-on (and
present) for the other two cases. The current predictions have only the broadband noise
component.

The predicted shape of the exhaust noise spectra in all three cases is in fairly good agreement
with the measured spectra including the high-frequency fall off (Figs. 7(b), 8(b), and 9(b)).
However, there is an under-prediction of levels which may arise from several factors. The main
one is the fact that the measurements may have contributions from additional noise sources while
the predictions account for only the rotor wake turbulence. Also, at high frequencies quadrupole
noise may contribute to the power levels, as discussed by Mani et al. [16], and may have to be
included in the prediction procedure to enhance the comparisons.

The computed inlet noise spectra (Figs. 7(a), 8(a), and 9(a)) do not account for rotor
transmission loss and the swirl flow between the rotor and stator. These factors contribute to the
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Fig. 7. Comparison of computed and measured spectra for the baseline stator (54 radial vanes) at approach: (a) inlet,
(b) exhaust.
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Fig. 9. Comparison of computed and measured spectra for the low-noise stator (26 swept vanes) at approach: (a) inlet,
(b) exhaust.

large discrepancies observed (such as in Fig. 9(a)) between the measured and computed spectra. In
the sections below, comparisons are shown only for the fan exhaust noise.

3.2. Effect of fan tip speed on spectra of acoustic power

The variation of acoustic power with fan tip speed is shown for the 54 radial vane configuration
in Fig. 10. The predicted exhaust spectra of acoustic power for the three tip speeds of interest are
shown in Fig. 10(a) and the measured spectra for the same conditions are shown in Fig. 10(b). The
predicted spectra are seen to match the experimentally observed trend with the fan tip speed
except at low frequencies where the measurements may include additional noise sources other
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spectra: solid line, approach; dashed line, cutback; and dotted line, takeoff. (b) Measured spectra: solid line, approach;
dashed line, cutback; and long dashed line, takeoff.

than rotor wake turbulence noise (see also Ref. [13]). However, it is to be noted that the inlet/
exhaust noise separation at higher speeds encountered problems as discussed in Section 2.3.

3.3. Variation of noise with vane count

As the vane count is reduced, the rotor-wake turbulence generated broadband noise is expected
to reduce substantially. The cut-on fan design is expected to produce less broadband noise than
the cut-off design to counteract the cut-on tone noise levels.

Fig. 11(a) shows computed exhaust power spectra for 54 radial vane and 26 radial vane
configurations at approach and the corresponding measured spectra are shown in Fig. 11(b). It is
seen that the experimentally observed noise reduction due to reduced vane count is clearly shown
in the predictions. The acoustic power for 26 radial vanes is substantially lower than for the 54
radial vanes configuration. The power is expected to vary as 10log N %/ (see Ref. [10]) where N is
the vane count. This should result in 6.3dB, (20 LOG (54/26)), reduction in power levels for the
26-vane OGV compared with the 54-vane OGV. The predicted reduction in power due to the
reduction in vane number is higher than expected at high frequencies. At low frequencies
(<3kHz), the experimental result is insensitive to the vane count. The noise levels computed for
the two configurations are not significantly different, probably because at low frequencies there
are additional noise sources present, which are not modeled in the present theory. A similar trend
with vane count was observed in Boeing broadband noise experiments on the effect of vane count
on noise spectra [14].

The reduction in acoustic power level due to a reduction in vane count was further explored to
understand the contributing factors, in an effort to explain the more than expected reduction in
acoustic power. An examination of inputs and computed power levels indicated a strong
dependence on the vane stagger angle. Fig. 12 shows the power levels of the exhaust approach
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Fig. 11. Effect of vane count on exhaust acoustic power spectrum at approach. (a) Computed spectra: solid line, 54
radial vanes; dashed line, 26 radial vanes. (b) Measured spectra: solid line, 54 radial vanes; long dashed line, 26 radial
vanes.
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Fig. 12. Component contributions to 26-vane OGV power levels: solid line, 54-vane OGV; dashed line, 26-vane OGV;
dash—dotted line, 54-vane case with the stagger angle of 26-vane case; long-dashed line, dash—dotted line minus 6.3 dB
(20 log(54/26)).

condition as in Fig. 11, for 54 and 26 radial vanes. The third curve (dash—dotted one) is the power
level obtained when the 54 radial vane stator stagger angle is replaced with that of 26 radial vane
configuration. A substantial reduction in acoustic power at high frequencies is clearly seen. Now,
if the 6.3 dB acoustic power reduction that would result from the vane count reduction from 54 to
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26, is subtracted from the third curve, the fourth curve (long-dashed one) results. It is seen that at
high frequencies, this curve and that for the 26 radial vane case (dashed one) are in close
agreement suggesting that at least at high frequencies, in addition to the reduction in vane count,
the stagger angle change contributes to the observed lower power level of the low vane count
stator fan considered in the present study. At low frequencies (<3 kHz), while the experimental
result is insensitive to the vane count, the prediction shows an increase with reduction in vane
count. The reason for this switch in predicted power level variation at low frequencies is not clear.

3.4. Effect of vane sweep

Vane sweep has been found to result in substantial reduction in tone noise levels compared to
the radial vane configuration [17]. The current broadband noise predictions do not show any
decrease in acoustic power levels for the 26 swept geometry compared to the 26 vane radial (see
Fig. 13(a)). Woodward [13] found that at certain fan speeds the vane sweep reduces the
broadband noise by one to two decibels in addition to the reduction in tone noise. The measured
spectra for the approach exhaust radiation shown in Fig. 13(b) show a small reduction in noise
level in the low frequency range (< 10kHz) due to vane sweep. It should be emphasized here that
if BPF tone harmonics are removed from the measured spectra the reduction due to vane sweep
will be even smaller. In addition, Envia [18] showed that if all the shaft harmonics are removed,
the swept vane average broadband levels are very close to the radial vane levels.

3.5. Acoustic power as a function of mode order m

The variations of modal power as a function of circumferential mode order m were studied for
both the inlet and exhaust radiation. The modal power variation with m at the exhaust was

120
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g °
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€ §
3 “ 4
£ 90+ 5100
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o 857 _ | 26-ané Swept
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Fig. 13. Effect of vane sweep on exhaust acoustic power spectrum at approach. (a) Computed spectra: solid line, 26-
radial vanes; dashed line, 26-swept vanes. (b) Measured spectra: solid line, 26-radial vane; long dashed line, 26-swept
vanes.
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Fig. 14. Inlet acoustic power distribution as a function of spinning mode order (m) for the baseline stator at approach:
solid line, 3BPF; dashed line, 5BPF; dotted line, 7BPF.

found to be similar to that at the inlet. Hence, the variation is illustrated here only for the inlet
radiation.

Fig. 14 shows the inlet acoustic power as function of circumferential mode m order
for frequencies from 3BPF, 5SBPF and 7BPF. Note that the number of cut-on circum-
ferential mode orders (m) and the number of cut-on radial mode orders (n#) in each
m-order increase linearly with frequency as shown in Fig. 15. Reverting to Fig. 14, the peak
acoustic power level, in general, reduces with increases in frequency. At frequencies higher than
5BPF, the fall off with increasing m order is higher for the positive m orders than for negative m
orders.

3.6. Cut-off ratio and acoustic power

Sometimes it is helpful to look at the acoustic power radiated as a function of cut-off ratio and
that is particularly done in design and tradeoff studies [19,20]. Fig. 16 shows the variation of
acoustic power as a function of cut-off ratio for inlet radiation at approach for two frequencies,
4BPF and 6BPF. The symbols denote different m orders and five n orders (n =0,...,4) are
included in the plot. Since no effect of flow swirl is included in the current model, the same
number of corotating and contrarotating modes are cut-on at each frequency. The acoustic power
decreases sharply as the cut-off ratio is increased and eventually reaches nearly a plateau beyond a
cut-off ratio of three for both frequencies.
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Fig. 16. Inlet acoustic power as a function of cut-off ratio for the baseline stator at approach.

4. Concluding remarks

Mode Cut-Off Ratio

The rotor wake turbulence stator interaction broadband noise has been computed for
representative fan operating conditions for three fan stage configurations. The computations
employ the wake flow turbulence information from accurate computational fluid dynamic
solutions. The predicted noise spectra show the observed trends with fan tip speed and vane
count. The predicted acoustic power levels and shape of the spectra show reasonable agreement
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with the measured spectra for the exhaust noise at approach condition, where direct comparisons
are possible.
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Appendix A. Development of the broadband noise model

The stator broadband noise model used in this work is a blend of 2-D (strip) acrodynamics and
3-D (duct) acoustics. The unsteady response of the stator at each radius is calculated from an
unrolled representation of the stator and incident rotor turbulent flow. As a result, radial
gradients of the flow variables are ignored in the aerodynamic analysis and the dependence on the
radius enters only parametrically in the unsteady response calculations. The acoustic analysis is,
on the other hand, three-dimensional and allows for general classical duct mode representation of
the broadband noise field. The formalism outlined here is based on the theory developed by
Ventres et al. [10] and includes enhancements to allow for a more realistic description of the
turbulence downstream of the fan. The crucial steps in the development of the underlying theory
are shown below. However, important relations from Ref. [10] are often used as starting points in
the interest of brevity. These are noted when used.

A.1. Rotor wake upwash turbulence model

In this analysis the blades and vanes are assumed to be zero thickness twisted flat plates that are
lined up with the direction of the local mean flow at each radius. The unrolled geometry at an
arbitrary radial slice is shown in Fig. 17. Let w(X, r, r) denote the fluctuating component of rotor
wake velocity normal to the stator chord (i.e., the upwash) and (w(X,r, )W*(¥, r2, 7)), its
correlation function, both described in the stationary frame of reference. The wavenumber—
frequency spectrum of the upwash is the Fourier transform of its correlation function
given by

W, 1, )R, s v)) = / / / / / / OW(E, 1, OWHG, 7, 7)) e EFHRTHO 43 453 di,
(A1)

where (-) denotes expected value. The description of the velocity correlation is more conveniently
expressed in the rotating frame. The transformation between the two frames is given by

X=X+D+(Qrné, Y =3+D+ (Qr1)é, (A.2)
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Fig. 17. Rotor-stator geometry definition.

where D is the distance between the reference rotor blade and the reference stator vane, and Q the
rotor rotational speed (see Fig. 17). Thus, in the rotating frame,

V(R 11, )i (R .12, ) = / [ ][] [oxr ot @.rmpe s

—1k X+iK- Y +i(o+(@Qr k) t—i(v+H(Qr1)K>)T dX d Y dzdr. (A3)

Assuming a frozen, stationary and isotropic model for turbulence, the correlation function can
be approximated as

WX, 1, W (Y2, 1) 2 (WX = W rpw*(Y — W, r), (A4)
where W = QF is the local wheel speed. Note that owing to the ‘frozen gust’ assumption, the

correlation depends on the X — Wt combination rather than X and ¢ individually. Next, the
following form for the upwash velocity is assumed:

wX — Wt,r)=F(X - h,rgX — Wt,r), (A.5)

so that
WX = We,rw*(Y — Wr,r)) = F(X - A, IFY -4, H®X — Y — W(t — 1), Ar),
OX - Y - W(t—1),Ar) = (gX = Wt,r)g"(Y — Wr,12)), (A.6)
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where 7 is the normal to the stator chord and Ar = r, — r;. In simplifying Eq. (A.6), it is further
assumed that the radial length scale of turbulence is small which means that the correlation is
nonzero only inside a small radial strip within which r; and r, can be approximated by their
average, 7. Note that only in the arguments of the F functions, r; and r, are approximated by their
average. F basically represents the distribution of the rms turbulence intensity across the blade
pitch, while @ denotes normalized correlation (i.e., @(0,7) = 1). Both F and & are necessarily
periodic in the circumferential direction. This does not mean that the instantaneous random
velocity is the same within each passage, but rather that its statistics are the same. Representing F
by a Gaussian function, the periodicity requirement leads (via the Possion sum formula) to

/ o0 N gLy 2 i
F(X - ,7) = u, +% 3 et (28) o (st an) (A7)

m=—0o0

where u; and u;,, respectively, are the background and wake (peak) rms turbulence intensities, N g
the rotor blade count, L, the ‘width’ of the Gaussian function describing the wake turbulence
intensity distribution across the blade pitch and y the rotor blade angle. The periodicity of @ is
denoted by

= 1 > 3 7
P(X, M) =5 — > X, Al (A.8)

In view of the change of variable,

E=X-Y-W@t—n. (A9)

The time integrals in Eq. (A.3) can be carried out explicitly resulting in

=

(w(k, 7, o)V (K, F,v)) = Qr)’(w — k - W + Qik2)(v — k - W + QFK,)e K—k-D

x////F((EJr Y) - #, AF*(Y - A7)

NV 2 =

X D, AryeKEHE=RY 424 . (A.10)

Noting that U=WwW - (QF)é; and substituting in the last equation for F and @ from Egs. (A.7)
and (A.8), one obtains

— =

(WK, 7, )W (R, 7, ) = 8(w — K - D)S(v — K - U + QR(Ky — k) KPP, 4w, 1 ),

o 7
P, = (NBLW Llw) Z Z Z . L mN’BL,. L (zANgL\\,)Z

m=—00 {=—00 §=—00

X //// ‘»,tgsé(chY) n)e (uo%/ Y )d)(é AV)CUCZ/) ik é—H(K k) YdédY
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'{/2 (NBLu ub”w) Z Z e 4n mN,BfL"
////( %:;lj(é"_y) (ircﬁ, A )>¢(€ Ar)elscz/z —ik- c+1(K i) YdﬁdY
2 -
T3 nu ////d)(é Ar)e1sgq/r —1kf+1(K k) YdédY (All)

It should be noted that in Ref. [10], only the ¥, term is considered since the background
turbulence is not considered separately.
Carrying out the remaining four integrals yields

(i(k, 7, o) (K, 7, v) = (K, 7 o) (K, 7, v)),
wake turbulencev auto-correlation
+ (i(k, 7, )W (K, 7, V)
wake/background turbulence cross-correlation
+ (W(ka ’7’ a))W*(Ka fa V)>3 5

~
background turbulence auto-correlation

(27—5) (NBLH Ll
3

0 0 m'\/BLu l([NBLH)
X E E E e 471 I e_4n r

m=—00 {=—00 §=—00

xei(('gsgﬂ)ﬁ'ﬁ& (1}' — _MNBy nl,Ar> ((K k) 70” ONs A>

Fcos Fcosy

w5 <k2 - w) 5(v — w — Qm — ONp),

ik, 7, w)* (K, 7, v)), = 5(w k-0

2 N Lw — s s €1 ’” mygtw H
Wi, 7, o)W (K, 7)) _ @’ : Uty 5o — K- O YOy e

m=—0o0 §=—00

X{el(:ﬁﬁ)l’ qS(k— NBX nl,Ar)s((E—/E’)Jr MmN n>

Fcos Fcosy

Ny <k2 _ M) ~i(732) . (K, F)

x5<(1?—1€) r”;?}{) 2—— 5(v— w — QmNp),
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Wk, 7, o) (K, 7, V)3 (2”) Qn)”u; Sw—Fk- D)
x Z D, ANS(R — K)o <k2 — §_>5(V —w), (A.12)

where ¢ is the Fourier transform of ¢. In deriving these equations use is made of the restrictions
imposed by the argument of the vector Dirac delta functions to make further substitutions.

A.2. Duct mode rms pressure spectrum

The ensemble-averaged spectrum of the (m, n)th duct mode is given in Ref. [10] as

~ ~k — 1
(pmn(a))pm”(v)) o 4F2kmn(w)kmn(v)

rr rr b b . .
% / / / / R(r1, w) R(rz,v)e‘“(r"”)z‘e_”‘(rz*")ZZ
gy ry —b —b

Ny—1 Nyl .
X{ Z e2immj/Ny Z e—zlﬂ"1f/Nl/<Aﬁj(r1,zl,a))Aﬁ?(rz,Zz,V))}

j=0 =0
Xd22 dZ] dV2 drl, (A13)

where R and p are given by

m )
R(r,w) = <7 cos a + y,,,(w) sin fx) W, (Kmnt),

wr,w) = — %sin o + V(@) cosa, (A.14)

and where ,, the duct mode, o is the vane stagger angle, x,, is the mode eigenvalue and
I' = n(ry — r3). Here, y,,, and k,,, denote, respectively, the axial wavenumber of the duct mode
with and without the convective correction. The expression (Aﬁj(zl,rl,a))Aﬁ}’f(zz,rz,v)) 1s the
expected value of the surface pressure spectrum on a single vane which is given by [10]

1 g =
(Aﬁj(z],rl,a))Aﬁ’;(Zz,rg,v)) = W(POU)z//// ok, z1,r1,0) p*(K, 22,72, 7)
x (K, 1, ) (K, 2, v)) ek e R QE R (A.15)

where p(lg, z,r,w) denotes the chordwise pressure distribution due to unit upwash on the
wavenumber—{requency basis. The sum of contributions from all vanes, i.e., the quantity in the
curly brackets in Eq. (A.13), can be written as

Ny—1 —1
{ § : emej/NV § : e—21m11t’/Ny Ap](zl, r, a))Ap[(zz, ), V) }
J=0

=0
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Ny—1
% § : el](Zmn/NV—i-k i) § : e—1{’(2nm/NV+K h)
j=0 =0

x (W(k, r1, 0)V*(K, r2,v)) dk dK.

673

(A.16)

Once again restricting the analysis to small radial integral scales, each of the (r, ;) pairs can be
replaced with their average value, 7, in Eqgs. (A.16) and (A.12) can be used to substitute for
w(k 7, ) (K, , v)). In evaluating the resulting integrals, use is made of the restrictions imposed
by the arguments of the various Dirac delta functions in Eq. (A.12) which, in particular, yield

(mNp+s) _(LiNp+9)

ky=———, Ky= - for ()1,
F 7
N
ky, Ky = M, K, kr :; for (-),,
r
o=2, Ky== for ()3
3 F
Furthermore, these relations imply
k.hzkzh:n(ml—m’ K-h:th:M,
Ny Ny
Ny—1 . B
\ oli@nm/Ny+k k) _ { Ny if m+ S g =pNy for ()4,
= 0 otherwise
Ny—1 e_i€(2nm/NV+Eﬁ) _ Ny iftm+s+6Np=q,Ny,
s 0 otherwise,
5 2n(miNg+s) o - 2ns
k-h=kh=——" K-h=Kh=—
2 Ny , M=

RS ijQ2mm/ Ny +k.Jt) Ny ifm+s+mNp=p Ny
> ¢ = . for (),
= 0 otherwise
Nl 2 Ny ifm+s=qN
e—it@mm/Ny+K.h) _ v 1HVv,
ya 0 otherwise,
N 2 N 2
Kh=lkoh="" B.h=kh=""

Ny’

(A.17)
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Ny—1 .
i ciiam/ ki _ NV itm+s=pNy for ()
= . *)3
0 otherwise
! . Ny if m+s=qN
o~ il@mm/Ny+Kh) _ v =41V,
yar 0 otherwise.

(A.18)

Consider the first element of Eq. (A.18). It implies the relation (m; — €;)Np = (p; — ¢;)Ny. For
arbitrary choices of integers m; and ¢, there can only be integer solutions to this relationship if
(p; — q,) =/jB which in turn implies (m; — ;) = jN,. Setting {; = m; — jN, yields s = ¢ Ny —
miNp+ jNpNy — m. The summations over the indices s and ¢; can therefore be replaced by the
summations over the indices pair j and ¢,. Similar arguments for the remaining two elements lead
to similar conclusions. With this change of indices, the substitution of w(k 7, w)v*(K, 7, v)) from

Eq. (A.12) in Eq. (A.16) yields

~  (ppUNp)(NpLyil,))? & & & (i)’
=T 2 2 > )

m=—00 ¢;=—00 j=—00

2
(m] ]NV)NBL“) (/NBVV)
( i reosy D

xXe “an

////go(k 21,7, 0) 0 *(K, 22,7, v)3(w — k - U

¢<k— BﬁAr) ((K k)+JNBNV,a>
Fcosy Fcosy
x5<k2_(q1NV+]NBNV_m)>
’7

x3(v — w — jNgN yQ)dk dK,

3, = ('00 UNV) A_;BL Vubuw Z Z i% "—1]1\",?“)2

2n7 m;=—00 ¢;=—00

X////80(/221,f,w)@*(l?,Zz,f,v)é(w—l?-U)é(v—w—mlNBQ)
X{el(%) ¢<l€’— mNBﬁAr) <(1< 12’)+m‘NBA>

Fcosy Fcosy

}7

xS((ff— E) _ ’quNBﬁ>5<k2 _qlNV%WI)}dEd[?’

Fcos x

X5<k2_q1NV+m1NB_m> +e I(I'(I'T/) ¢(k A}")
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5, = UG [ ] ] oEzrop @ik 0)

q=—x

X bk, APS(K — k) (kz _ QINV%””

>5(v — w)dkdk. (A.19)

The sums over the index j in J; and over the index m1; in 3, represents fluctuating power terms
that would integrate to zero when averaged. Therefore, one only need consider j,m; = 0 terms.
Integrating the resulting expression over the wavenumbers k and K yields

- (pyUNp) (NBqu (gt '2
51 (D) c 47( F
o7 3 ql_Z
— _ %, _ ~ > mNB A
(pO UNy)? NgLyuju, s 1 (’”1 \BLH)z
~ WS rr 7
2 2ni? ¢ -o) qlzz_oo ©
7 - % ", - ~ o mNB N ~ =
X@(k,Z],V,(U)p (kazzara‘)) ¢ k_fCOSXn,Ar +¢(k,AV) 5
N 2.2 x N N N
5= P 50— 0) Y pEz o) E o mndEAY,  (A0)
q=—

where now k denotes a vector with components k| = w/U; — kU, /Uy and ky = (¢ Ny — m)/T.
Ignoring steady loading effects, the vane unsteady pressure distribution go(k z,F,w) can be
approximated by its chordwise contribution g (k;,z, 7, w) if the vanes are assumed to be aligned
with the direction of the local mean flow velocity U. Under this approximation @ (k.,z, 7, w) is
independent of indices of the various sums and thus can be moved out from under the double
summation sign. The result is

~

I =314+ 3+ 33 =(pyUNp)*o(v — w) go(k7, 21, F, ) o ¥ k=, 22, F, V)

(NBqu
X{ Q)7 > z

my=—00 q,=

ml BLH
e 411 r

> e 4n r

oS my N gLy 2
+ NB;’Wubuw Z 41 (i)
nr
q1=—00

x [& (/2 _mNs Ar> + (K, Ar)]

Fcosy

sy a,(*,m)}. (A21)
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The per mode spectrum is thus reduced to

~ ~sk _ 1 T r ~ = -
PPN = s / | / Dl

2 /M . m .
xb <? COS o + 7,,() sin oc) (; COS 0 + 7,,,(v) sin oc)
X Cpn(7, ) CE (7, v) d(Ar) dF, (A.22)

mn

where

1 [° o
Cmn(f, CO) = E /b So(fa z, kz; CO)el,u(r,(/))z dZ,

and where the approximation dr;dr, & d(Ar)d7 is used in view of the smallness of the radial
integral length scales. Note that the chordwise variations of the unsteady pressure on the vane is
taken into account via the chordwise integral C,,,, (7, ®). It remains to model ¢ in Eq. (A.21) so as
to complete the calculation of the expected mode spectrum.

In order to make the problem tractable, a multiplicative structure for the correlation function ¢
is assumed with corresponding integral length scales in the three principal directions. Thus

B Ar) = d1(E1/L1)py(E/ L) (Ar/Ly), (A.23)

where the length scale in each direction is defined as L = [ ¢(x)dx. Indices 1 and 2 from now on
refer to directions along and normal to the vane chord. The integral lengths scales L;, L, and L,
can be obtained from suitable turbulence data (or from numerical solutions as in the present
paper). For the purposes of this work a Gaussian form is assumed for each of the correlation
functions ¢, ¢, and ¢,. Taking the Fourier transform of Eq. (A.23) yields

O, Ar) = Li Lo (21 L)y (3a Lo),(Ar/L,). (A.24)

For (ZS(I? — (mNp/F cos y)h, Ar), which is associated with the wake turbulence, the components of
the ‘wavenumber’ 4 are given by

i(w)_a)—l-mlNBQ_ﬂ ¢@iNy —mNp—m\ _w+mNpQ
. U1 U1 r Ul ’
Ny —mNg—
o 2 DTV T MTE T (A.25)

7

where, consistent with flat plate cascade response model used in this work, the transverse
component of the mean flow, i.e., U», has been neglected. The components of 4 for ¢(k, Ar), which
is associated with the background turbulence, are given by

}(b)_w_‘]lNV'Fm }(b)_QINV_m
Y —_— U2 —_— - .

i , - (A.26)
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Substituting for 3 in Eq. (A.22) and carrying out the integration over Ar yields
o(v —

F2kmn(w)kmn(v)

X (n—j cos o + 7,,,(w) sin oc) (—_ coS o + },,,(v) sin cc) Con(F, 0)CE, (7, v)

(NBL u, mlNBL" ? w) (W) 7. wyrW\ T [ 1w) y(w
ot 5 5 (s Y )

my=—-00 ¢,=

B = (%poNV)z{ } / DDl (U1BYL,

NpL, i, & myN gLy N ()~ N\ ~ D)
n Bz;ﬁb W Z o 417[(%) [L(lw) L(Zw) ¢1( ;t(lw) L(]u)) b, ( ;t(zw) L(zu))
q=—

By B3 (B r B\ [ B) b U N ) 0 (B B\ (B O | as
LS (00 (010)] + 6 55 10n (100, (1010) o

q1=—0

(A.27)

In theory, the integral length scales for the background and wake turbulence can be different, but
for the purposes of this work they are taken to be the same:

o(v —
F2 mn(w)kmn (V)
X (n—j COS 0 + V() sin oc) (—_ cos o + V,,,(v) sin oc) Cin(7, ®) C,‘nn(r', V)

(s E B (6 Y ud (i

mp=—0o0 ¢,

N Lt S my N gLy ~ W ~ W
+B‘7L§”" doe ()’ [L1L2¢>1(/1(1 ’L1>¢>2(ig”L2)
q

2nr —

Ll (L) B (0L)] + 5 S L (0L )6 (0L )}df. (a29)

q1=—°

B ) = (5pONV)2{ } / Do iU L,

Finally, integrating (3(w)p*(v)) over w and v gives the rms mode pressure level for the (m, n)th.
The end result is

) = 5= (oY) / / { e }(Ulb) 12 (s W (o)

( COS o + V() sin oc) {---}drdo, (A.29)
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where {---} denotes the expression inside the curly bracket in Eq. (A.28). The per frequency
contribution is therefore given by

Do @D (@)) = (LpoN ) / (UYL, C2, (7, o) ()

szz() n

x (T_ cos o + 7, () sin oc)z{- -} dF. (A.30)
r
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